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Tennessee’s Division of Solid Waste Management �DSWM� 
has oversight of waste management activities in 
Tennessee. The Solid Waste Program, operating under the 
authority of the Solid Waste Management Act of 1991, 
ensures safe and sanitary processing and disposal of solid 
waste in the state. DSWM’s objectives, described in the 
2021�2025 Solid Waste and Materials Management Plan, 
include establishing more robust waste management goals 
and improving the accuracy of measurement while 
increasing access to and participation in recycling.  
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RECYCLINGTENNESSEE THE ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL OUTCOMES OF WELL�DESIGNED
EXTENDED PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY �EPR� � RECYCLING REFUND �RR� PROGRAMS 
EPR assumes an overall recycling rate of 65% for residential packaging 
and RR assumes a 90% recycling rate for beverage containers

CURRENT STATE
OF RECYCLING

FUTURE STATE OF
RECYCLING EPR�RR

Greenhouse Gas Impact Reduction
$201.5M

Material Value Captured $38.4M

Greenhouse Gas Impact Reduction
$472.1M

Material Value Captured
$170.6M

Wages
$97.2M
�Equivalent to 1,706 jobs) 

Gross Value Added to the Economy
�Excluding wages) $72.4M

Wages
 $498.2M

�Equivalent to 9,363 jobs)

Total Potential Gross Value 
Added to the Economy Under 

High Recycling Rates
�Excluding wages)

$371.3M

INCREASED RECYCLING
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TOTAL ANNUAL BENEFITS
$409.5M

TOTAL ANNUAL BENEFITS
$1.5B

+$1.1B

CURRENT STATE OF RECYCLING
• In 2021, Tennessee recycled approximately 5% of 

packaging materials without FFP. This recycling 
performance increases to 22% when considering 
materials with FFP. 

• The value of the material captured for recycling 
was $38 million, just 19% of the total value of 
material that could be captured for recycling. 

• Recycling in the state avoided GHG emissions of 
1.1 million MTCO2e. 

OUTCOMES EPR�RR

CLOSED�LOOP IMPACTS

Extended Producer Responsibility and Recycling 
Refund policy together could: 
• Increase recycling related jobs from 1,700 to 9,400. 
• Place $171 million of recycled material back in the 

market to support a circular economy and reduce 
the need for virgin material.

• Avoid emissions of 2.5 million MTCO2e annually.  
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